NORTH EALING WALK (3.8 miles)
The walk starts at the north-east corner of
Haven Green (1) by the information sign
opposite the roundabout. From there, looking
at the parade of shops towards the station, you
will see the restored, Grade II listed shopfront
of the chemist, Lewis, at number 36. Then,
looking to the north side of Haven Green, you
will see three early 19th Century properties
(numbers 20-24) with recessed bays and, to
their left, Haven Green Court (2), dating from
1937-38. The walk begins in the Haven Green
conservation area.

Haven Green Court

Walk east along the north side of Haven Green and take the fourth left up Haven Lane (3) with
modernised Victorian cottages (Avenue Cottages 1873), The Haven Arms and the Wheatsheaf pubs.
The Haven Arms was the site of the first meeting of the group which formed the Brentham Society.
Just beyond the Wheatsheaf, turn left into Jubilee Lane to see some interesting modern residential
developments. Dating from 2010, the striking terrace at 48 Mountfield Road (4) is by Popularchitects
(now Teatum and Teatum).
At the end of Jubilee Lane, to the left is the modern Brookes Coombes House, which is a low energy
‘self build’ house completed in 2001. It is a 4-bedroom two-storey house with a glazed courtyard.
The house won the RIBA Manser Medal in 2002 for the best one off house and an Ealing Civic Society
building award in 2001. At the top of Mountfield Road, cross Woodville Road to take a short detour
up Hillcroft Crescent opposite to see another example, from 2013, of modern residential
development (5) by Hackney designers Red and White, replacing garages and very controversial at
the time, just before the bend in the road.

Victorian Cottage on Haven Lane

Modern residential development on Mountfield Road

Return to Woodville Road and head west. At the junction of
Aston Road, note the Grade II listed iron ELB (Ealing Local
Board) Transformer (6) (1895), preserved and converted to a
lamp standard.
Continue right along Aston Road. On the corner of Mount Park
Road is St Andrew’s United Reform Church (7), built in 1886-7
and enlarged in 1892, in Gothic style of red brick with stone
stripes and with a small tower over the porch. The walk
continues through the Mount Park conservation area.
ELB Transformer
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Continue northwards passing the controversial development on the
site of the demolished Moullin House, a Methodist church hostel,
and a second cast iron ELB transformer converted to a lamp
standard. Note the newly refurbished street signs in this part of
Ealing. Walk past the house at 48 Mount Park Road, currently being
renovated, which was the home of the musician Kirsty MacColl and
which may be the site of a future ECS plaque to commemorate her.
Continue walking to St Peter’s Church (8) at the top of Mount Park
Road, begun in 1892 by Sedding and Wilson and listed Grade II*.
St Peter’s is a striking, highly original perpendicular design of Box
Ground stone and cream coloured brick. Its greatest feature is the
huge recessed west window and, to get its full effect, walk to the
chancel steps before looking back. Animal carvings in the choir, at
roof level above the organ, include an elephant, giraffe, lion, bear,
camel and perhaps a donkey. The west front has recently undergone
significant renovation works, which are visible.

St Peter’s Church

Now cross to Montpelier Park (9) on the site of the Princess Helena College with a large number of
fine mature trees. There are many Victorian, inter-war and post-war locally listed buildings around
the park with large gardens. Walk in a straight line across the park and exit onto Mount Avenue.
The three Georgian Houses opposite, 33-37 Mount
Avenue (10) are Grade ll listed and are a pleasant
reminder that Mount Avenue was a pre-suburban
country lane linking Castle Bar and Hanger Hill. These
houses made a brief appearance in the Ealing Studios
film The Magnet (1950). No 33 was the home of
Ronnie Taylor, the cinematographer who won an
Oscar for the film Ghandi.
33-37 Mount Avenue
Turn right along Mount Avenue and left down Brentham Way which falls within the Brentham
Garden Estate (11) (subject of another walk available on the Ealing Civic Society website).
Brentham Garden Estate (1901-13) contains over 500 mainly
‘cottage’ type houses with mainly curved roads rather than a
grid layout. This was the first garden suburb to be built on
‘co-partnership’ principles and as an inspiration for the later,
larger and more famous Hampstead, it has made a mark on
20th Century domestic architecture, town planning and social
housing. The Labour, Co-operative, Arts and Crafts and
Garden City movements are all part of the Brentham story.
The suburb was designed to a plan by the leading garden city
architects Barry Parker and Raymond Unwin, with houses,
mostly in the Arts and Crafts style, by George Lister Sutcliffe
and Frederic Cavendish Pearson.
Brentham Garden Estate;
typical housing
Continue down Brentham Way then left into the narrow walkway between numbers 49 and 51.
Behind the houses and their gardens, you get a glimpse of the generous communal backlands
provided within many estate blocks as part of the overall plan. Cross Brunner Road to join
Pitshanger Lane. At the junction with Denison Road is the fine St Barnabas Church (12) (1916).
If refreshments are needed, continue west along Pitshanger Lane (13) where there are several
cafes in this thriving and attractive shopping centre.
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Alternatively, from Brentham Way, turn left down Winscombe Crescent, past the first Brentham
Cooperative houses that were built, and then left into Woodfield Crescent. Take a very short detour
right into Woodfield Avenue to view the Ealing Civic Society plaque at 4 Woodfield Avenue which
commemorates the author James Hadley Chase. Then continue walking up to Woodfield Road and
turn left.

Numbers 2-14 Woodfield Road (14), on the
right, are described in the Pevsner guide to
north west London as having a “quiet Queen
Anne style”, referring to the asymmetrical fronts
and white-painted woodwork.
Queen Ann style houses on
Woodfield Road
Continue up Woodfield Road and cross Mount
Avenue for a few yards up Eaton Rise to see the
attractive unspoilt art deco Welsby Court (15)
(c1930s).

Retrace your steps, turn left and continue up Mount
Avenue (with houses on the left suggesting the 1860s
and 1870s), one of which is owned by Neil Kinnock, to
the road junction at the summit of Castlebar Hill. Turn
right down the hill. On the right view the Ealing Civic
Society plaque to commemorate Dr Edith Whetnall on
the site of the pioneering hostel for deaf children at
number 8. Number 6, also part of the site of the
hospital for deaf children, is being developed according
to plans from Red & White Architects. Wyke House (16),
a large and imposing house on the left (probably late
1880s) is faced with York stone. Don’t miss its balconied
octagonal turret, easiest to view from around the next
corner in Edgehill Road.
Turn left up Edgehill Road, and note Thorncote (17) on
the left, one of the most attractive Victorian houses in
North Ealing. It was built in 1888 by Leonard Shuffrey,
sometime President of the Incorporated Institute of
British Decorators and an early member of the
Architectural Association. Ingleside next door (also
attractive but needing attention in 2021) and The Coach
House opposite are also by Shuffrey, the latter now
converted into a private house. Other more recent
changes and rebuilds on the west side of the street are
sadly diluting the pleasant character of this street.

Welsby Court

Wyke House

Thorncote and Ingleside

Edgehill Road takes us to Grange and White Ledges (18), developed by the mass builder Wates
between 1966 and 1968. The estate, unusually for a 1960s development, is designated as a
Conservation Area, combining an effective mix of low and higher rise buildings, and sensitive
landscaping which incorporates many preserved mature trees.
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Wates’ White Ledges

Wates Heronsforde block

On reaching St Stephen’s Road, look west to St Stephen’s Church, designed by J Ashdown in 1875 with
a prominent spire, and now converted into flats. Turn east past the Wates Lakeside development on
the left and White Ledges is on the right.
At the end of St Stephens Road, cross Castlebar Road into Charlbury Grove, with Edwardian houses
(19) on the right, and approach Ealing Abbey (20). The Benedictines came here from Downside in 1896
and purchased Castle Hill House (now demolished). The new monastery was made into a Priory in
1916, and in 1955 it became the first Abbey in Greater London since the Reformation.
St Benedict’s Church (21) was begun in 1897 by F A Walters, architect
of Buckfast Abbey. The style is perpendicular with an East Anglian
flavour. Inside, the nave is spacious with lofty arcades. The west
window is by Burlison and Grylls and the war memorial window by
Bucknall and Comper. Further details may be found in the Abbey
Guide.
In 1902 the Benedictines founded the adjoining St Benedict’s School
for boys, now an independent co-educational day school.

Head south down Blakesley Avenue to the foot of Castle Bar.

St Benedict’s

To the right is a grass triangle, formerly called Tortoise Green (22)
with an ancient gnarled oak at the west end and a pleasant group of
houses from the 1850s on the left. Walk a little further down Carlton
Road to see Longfield Walk (23) with its pleached lime walk.

Longfield Walk and
its pleached limes

From here, retrace your steps along Castlebar Road and continue east to the starting point at Haven
Green.
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