SOUTH EALING WALK (3.1 miles)

This walk starts in the new piazza in front of Ealing’s central
landmark, the church of Christ the Saviour (1) (Grade ll listed).
It was built in 1852 and designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott
(known for St Pancras station and hotel and the Albert
Memorial amongst many others), in Kentish rag with Bath stone
facing and pinnacles. Pevsner calls it “ambitious and dull, of
correct late Early English style”, but local writers are
understandably more enthusiastic. East and Lady Chapel
windows are by Hugh Easton (1952). There is a modern church
hall attached to the north side of the church which blends well
with its neighbours as does Christ the Saviour School with its
rooftop playground.
Christ the Saviour Church
Looking further afield, one may contemplate the contribution made to Ealing’s Victorian townscape
by the lofty Christ the Saviour steeple, the Town Hall spirelet, and further to the east the spire of
the former Methodist Church by John Tarring and Charles Jones (1868-9).
Walk west along New Broadway. On the corner of
Longfield Avenue is the Town Hall (2), also by Charles
Jones (1888). As Ealing’s first Borough Architect, he was
responsible for many local buildings. This Grade ll listed
building is built in the neo-Gothic style in Kentish
ragstone, with a blended eastern Gothic extension by
Prynne and Johnstone dating from 1931. The original
building included the Victoria Hall funded by public
subscription and opened in 1889 by the Prince and
Princess of Wales to commemorate Queen Victoria’s 50th
anniversary. There are plans to convert the Town Hall to
a boutique hotel although these are currently (2021)
stalled because of a legal challenge.

Ealing Town Hall

Further up Longfield Avenue is the Old Fire Station (3) (1888, enlarged 1900-01) again by Charles
Jones. The building is now part of the modern Dickens Yard development.
Returning to New Broadway, on the other side of the road is
Filmworks on the site of what was the Forum Cinema (4)
(1934), designed by John Stanley Beard. The Forum’s opening
film was Ealing Studio’s Love, Life & Laughter starring Gracie
Fields. The classical style of the frontage was a deliberate
reaction to the modernistic style often associated with Odeon
cinemas of the period. The first floor above the entrance was
originally an ABC café. The Compton cinema organ was
removed in 1962 to Wormwood Scrubs prison where it remains.
The cinema closed in 2008 and was largely demolished, leaving
The old Forum Cinema facade
only the façade you now see which has been incorporated into
the new Filmworks development (see 27).
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Walk east along New Broadway and turn right down Bond Street; stop at City Radio Stores (5) to
admire their wonderful art deco shop front at No 37.
Carry on to Ealing Green (6), the old village green and site of an annual, 3-day summer fair in the
19th Century which was abolished by the Local Board in 1880 because it was becoming "too unruly".
On the right overlooking the Green is the Grade 1 listed Pitzhanger Manor House and Gallery (7).
Originally a 1605 manor house, it was rebuilt by Thomas Gurnell and enlarged by George Dance in
about 1768. It was bought in 1800 by Sir John Soane (George Dance’s pupil and architect of the Bank
of England), who demolished all but the south wing and completed a virtually new house by 1803.
He lived here intermittently c1802-10.
Pevsner describes the house as having a grand Ionic
order of Portland stone intended as a quotation
from the antique. Soane sold the house in 1811. It
was bought in 1844 by Sir Spencer Walpole to house
his five unmarried sisters-in-law, daughters of the
assassinated Prime Minister, Spencer Perceval. The
estate was acquired by the Ealing Board in 1901
following the death of the last sister. Together with a
north wing added in 1940, the Manor served as
Ealing’s Central Public Library until 1985. The north
wing was converted into an art gallery in 1995. In
2019, the House and Gallery reopened after a
comprehensive restoration project which has
returned the principal rooms to their original Soane
splendour and upgraded the gallery so that it may
mount major exhibitions.

Pitzhanger Manor

Walking south along Ealing Green, the line of the old village of Ealing, there are several interesting
properties. Immediately to the south of Pitzhanger Manor and Soane’s Kitchen is Ealing Green
College (8), built by Middlesex County Council in 1913 as the Boys' County School, with a dignified
front in early 18th Century style (Pevsner). Additions have been made and it has remained in
educational use. This was the site of The Hall, which became the home of Spencer Horatio Walpole
who was three times Home Secretary in the 19th Century and chairman of the Great Western Railway
Company.
Next door is St Mary’s House (9) built around
1710, in 1 acre of grounds. The Post Office
purchased it for a telephone exchange in 1902.
A new telephone exchange was built at the
rear, creating an unusual architectural hybrid,
and continues in use to this day, with a Post
Office sorting office behind.
St Marys House
On the opposite side of the Green is Ealing Green Church and Manse (10) another Charles Jones
creation (1859).
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Next is Kingdom Hall (11), the former 1861 girls’ school whose origins go back to 1712 when it was
the first school in Ealing. It closed in 1926, became a place of worship and has recently been
renovated. The roadway to the right of the building now leads to the entrance to Ealing Studios. On
its left are Forge Cottages, where once stood an old forge.
Further south is a group of early 19th Century
Georgian houses including the Grade ll listed
Thorpe Lodge, Pine Cottage, Morgan House,
Wrexham Lodge and Willow House (12). The
Welsh Presbyterian Church (1908) is down a
short alleyway to the right of Thorpe Lodge.

Georgian houses on Ealing Green

The Ealing Studios (13) are to the south (and
west) of this group of houses. Started in 1902,
they are the oldest surviving film studios in the
country. The present Grade ll listed sound
stages were built in 1932 and stars such as
George Formby and Gracie Fields began their
film careers here. The heyday of the studios
was from 1938 when many distinguished war
films and later the famous Ealing Comedies
were produced. From 1955 to 1990 it became
the BBC film unit. Film production began again
in 2001 with The Importance of Being Earnest.
The complex now also houses a number of film
related businesses and a film school.

Ealing Studios

Further down, on the east side of St Mary’s
Road is the Red Lion pub (14), known as ‘Stage
6’, as it was the watering hole of actors from
the heyday of Ealing Studios such as Alec
Guinness, Sid James and others. The Studios
have five stages – hence ‘Stage 6’.

Red Lion Pub

A little further down St Mary’s Road on the west side of the road is a small parade of shops/cafes
offering a couple of other refreshment options (15).
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A few more yards down St Mary’s Road on the
east side is the University of West London (16)
with its own ‘Pillars’ restaurant at the back of
the building in Warwick Road. This educational
facility started as a technical college in 1929. It
became a Polytechnic and then a University in
the early 1990s. The present corner building is
"Festival of Britain" architecture, designed by
Middlesex County Council in 1953.

University of West London

Return back up St Marys Road a few yards and turn right into a road called The Park, opposite the
parade of shops. Turn left again into Park Place which leads into Kerrison Place (17) with a fine
collection of artisan housing before rejoining The Park with its large Italianate paired villas (18), laid
out by British Museum architect Sydney Smirke in 1846. Numbers 21 and 22 are notable for their
rather grand towers.

Kerrison Place artisan houses

The Park ‘Italianate’ villas

With your back to the villas, turn down Kerrison
Road, right on Warwick Road, left on Liverpool
Road and right on Ranelagh Road with its
variety of attractive houses built in the
mid/latter half of the 19th century.

Victorian (1853) housing in Ranelagh Road
Rejoin St Mary’s Road opposite the New Inn (19). In the 17th Century this was a coaching stage-post
to the West Country and also ran a half-hourly service to London in the early 1800s. The present
building was erected to celebrate Victoria's jubilee (see historical plaque on wall).
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Ealing Parish Church (St Mary’s) (20) is
prominent on the left. The old Ealing church
collapsed in 1725 and was replaced by a
Georgian “brick box”. This was not nearly grand
enough for burgeoning Victorian Ealing, and in
1866 S S Teulon set about transforming it into
what Archbishop Tait described as “a
Constantinopolitan basilica”. The galleried
interior was restored to its original colour
scheme in 2004.

St Mary’s Church
Down Church Gardens to the south of the
church (a short detour of around 250 metres),
there are some attractive Tudor style, halftimbered almshouses (21) (St Mary’s House)
built in 1900.

St Mary’s House in Church Gardens
Returning to St Mary’s Church turn south to the nearby roundabout.
The southernmost boundary of the old Ealing
village is St Mary's Square (22) which fronts the
roundabout. It has Georgian terraces on 2 sides
and the old (1770s) fire station (now a private
house) with the red doors the only reminder of
its fire station past.

St Marys Square

Across the roundabout is the late Georgian
Westfield House (23). In the early 19th Century
this was the most southerly dwelling on this
side of the road - the rest were farms and
market gardens all the way down to Brentford.

Westfield House
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From the roundabout, turn up Church Lane (24),
noting the well preserved No 1 and Nos 15-17.
These houses could be described as remnants of
the old Ealing Village before the railway came with
15 Church Lane (probably the oldest house in
Ealing) apparently built in the early 17th Century.
There is a plaque on the front wall dating it as
circa 1600.
15 Church Lane
Continue up Church Lane which becomes Culmington Road with Lammas Park on either side of the
road. At the junction with Lammas Park Gardens, turn right and immediately left into Walpole Park.
Walk straight ahead through the Park along a tree-lined path towards Mattock Lane passing the
playground, Pitzhanger Pantry coffee stall and toilet stop.
Walpole Park (25), the 30 acre original grounds
of Pitzhanger Manor, was designed by John
Haverfield of Kew for Soane. The designs
included the Serpentine lake and its bridge.
Soane also erected fanciful classical ruins which
were removed in 1820. The two (originally four)
cedars of Lebanon on the lawn behind the
house probably pre-date Soane.
Walking past the Serpentine Lake, there are
splendid views to the rear of Pitzhanger House.

Walpole Park and Pitzhanger Manor

The preservation of the recently restored park is owed largely to Charles Jones and his memorial
plaque has been fittingly re-erected beside the Mattock Lane wall. Born in Beccles, he trained as
an architect, came to Ealing in 1856, built up a considerable private practice, and then in 1863
became surveyor to the newly formed Local Board. He immediately provided Ealing with the first
proper drainage system in the Thames Valley, despite protests over the expense, and so he went
on through the decades with lighting, roads, public buildings, open spaces et al, having an
extraordinary capacity for getting his way with the Council. The inscription on his memorial may
be borrowed from the tomb of Sir Christopher Wren, but is still richly deserved in terms of much
that is best in Ealing. “Si monumentum requires, circumspice” – If you seek his monument, look
around.
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Exit the Park via the Mattock Lane gate. Turn left to see the Questors Theatre (26) (Norman
Bransom 1963-4).
This celebrated amateur theatre club was
founded in Ealing in 1929 and has since grown
to become Europe's largest community theatre.
It was opened in the presence of the Queen
Mother in 1964 and was described by theatre
director Sir Peter Hall as 'one of the most
exciting laboratory theatres in the country'.

Questors Theatre

Return back along Mattock Lane to Ealing Green. Pass the Filmworks development (27) on the left
where the fascia of the demolished Walpole Picture theatre (formerly in Bond Street) has been
reassembled and fixed to the side wall of the adjacent house as a specimen of Early Cinema (1912)
design.
Return to the start.
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